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More Information Is Available on the 

District Website: 

www.idp2nd.com 
 

Iowa Second Congressional District  

Democratic Central Committee 

P.O. Box 247 

West Branch, IA 52358-0247  

 

Please Bring This Entire Booklet To The Convention 

   

   Second DistrictSecond DistrictSecond District    

Democratic ConventionDemocratic Convention   

April 28, 2012April 28, 2012April 28, 2012  

Fort Madison High SchoolFort Madison High SchoolFort Madison High School    
2001 Avenue B  

Fort Madison, IowaFort Madison, IowaFort Madison, Iowa    

Registration Opens  

 

8:00 AM  

Convention Convenes  

 

9::00 A.M.  



Official Call to ConventionOfficial Call to ConventionOfficial Call to Convention    

2 

April 12, 2012 

Pursuant to the provisions and in accordance with the Constitu-

tion and Bylaws of the Iowa Democratic Party, the undersigned, 

as Chair of the Second Congressional District Central Commit-

tee, hereby issues the Official Call for the Second District Con-

vention as follows:   
 

The 2012 Second District Convention shall be held at Fort Madi-

son High School, 2001 Avenue B, Fort Madison, Iowa, com-

mencing at 9:00 A.M., on Saturday, April 28, 2012.  Official 

Registration will begin at 8:00 A.M., and will continue until the 

Credentials Committee retires to prepare its report to the Conven-

tion at 10:00 A.M.  The Convention will be held for the purposes 

of: 
 

¶ Electing Second District Members as National Delegates to 

the Democratic National Convention, 

¶ Electing a Second District Member as a National Alternate to 

the Democratic National Convention. 

¶ Electing a Second District Member as a Presidential Elector, 

¶ Electing Second District Members to State Convention Com-

mittees, 

¶ Adopting a District Platform, 

¶ Electing Second District Members to the State Central Com-

mittee, and 

¶ Electing a Second District Affirmative Action Chair. 
 

The Lee County Democratic Central Committee will be our hosts  
and will provide lunch for those who purchase a ticket during regis-

tration.   
 

Yours truly, 

 

Alan R. Bohanan, Chair,  

Second District of Iowa Democratic Central Committee 

NotesNotesNotes    

PLEASE PRINT 

A. As noted in Section III of the Rules, The Statement of Principles shall be voted on as 

a whole and the Statement of Issues shall be voted on by subcommittee section un-

less twenty (20) Delegates sign a petition to reserve a paragraph of the Statement of 

Principles or subcommittee section of the Statement of Issues for separate debate and 

vote.  Petitions for separate debate and vote shall be submitted to the Secretary of the 

Convention by 10:30 a.m. the day of the convention.  

B. Amendments to either the Statement of Principles or Statement of Issues must be in 

writing, legible and accompanied by a petition in support thereof, signed by twenty 

(20) of the seated Delegates to the convention, and submitted to the Secretary of the 

Convention by 10:30 a.m. the day of the convention.  All submitted amendments 

will be posted in the designated area of the convention hall by 12:00 noon. 

 

I wish to amend the Statement of Principles or Statement of Issues of the District Platform 

at line number ______ to read as follows:   

 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

OR 

 

I wish to reserve the paragraph of the Statement of Principles or the specific Issue in the 

Statement of Issues of the District Platform as noted at line number __________ for de-

bate by the convention.  

 

Respectfully submitted by _____________________________, delegate number 

_______. 

Del No. Signature Del No Signature 

        

        

        

        
        
        

        

        

        

        



NotesNotesNotes    Current District LeadershipCurrent District LeadershipCurrent District Leadership    

3 

Chair, Al Bohanan 

Vice Chair, Jennifer Lunsford 

Vice Chair, Sandy Dockendorff 

Secretary, Judy Stevens 

Treasurer, Bob Beisch 

Sandy Dockendorff, State Rules Chair 

Jennifer Lunsford, State Affirmative Action Chair 

Araceli Goode, Latino Caucus Vice Chair 

Terry Phillips, Veterans Caucus Chair 

John Pomberg, Veterans Caucus Vice Chair 

Al Bohanan 

Susan Frembgen 

Jean Pardee 

Bill Hanes 

Melinda Jones 

Judy Stevens 

Lee County  

Democratic Central Committee  

And  

Fort Madison High School  
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The Costs of the ConventionThe Costs of the ConventionThe Costs of the Convention    

A Delegate Fee of $25.00 will be assessed in order to cover the 

cost of the convention.  
 

In accordance with Article VII, Section 4, of the Iowa Democratic 

Party Constitution, ñNo delegateôs right to fully participate or 

vote in any convention shall be  dependent on the payment of a 

delegate fee.ò  
 

This means that delegates shall be seated at the convention re-

gardless of their ability to pay the assessed fee.. 

Bev Gobble & John Pomberg, Co-Chairs 

Dave Helman, Secretary 

Committee Members:  Mary Peterson ~ Patrick Johnson 

Cathy Gordon ~ Daniel Meade ~ Jerry Dingman ~ Stan Staats 

Jennifer Lundsford ~ Diana Coberly ~ Gerence Denning 

Maher Josephson ~ Joyce Vander Werff ~ Marrita Blough  

Dennis DeDecker ~ Roy Farnum ~ Sharon Kendall-Dunn 

Sandra Frericks ~ Brian Kramer ~ John Lesters ~ Audry Linville 

Joseph Obleton ~ Larry Roberson ~ Judy Beisch ~ Allen Smith 

Steve Maxon ~ Twyla Peacock. 

Committee Alternates:   Gloria Breckenridge ~  Carol Lovedy                                     

Delores Ann Skaggs ~ Marilyn Nail-Ratliff ~ Pat Shaw 

Deb Kirchner,  

Nominated to State Arrangements Committee:  

(Elect 13) 

Dennis DeDecker, Pat Johnson, John Lester, 

Audrey Linville  

NotesNotesNotes    
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Patient Rights 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

432. Safe staffing standards in healthcare businesses; 

433. Requiring criminal background checks/bonding of all staff in 

healthcare businesses; 

434. State-wide portability of Iowa Cares; 

435. Medical marijuana; 

436. Limiting work hours for interns, residents, and fellows. 

 

WE OPPOSE: 

437. Allowing insurance companies to overrule doctors as to med-

ically necessary patient care and prescriptions; 

438. Billing discrimination against uninsured persons; 

439. Privatization of public social services. 

  

Acronyms Used 

AAA  Area Agencies on Aging  

ADA  Americans with Disabilities Act  

DHS Department of Human Services  

CPM Certified Public Midwife  

FDA Food & Drug Administration  

NIH/NSF National Institute for Health/National Science 

Foundation  

VAWA  Violence Against Women Act  
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The 2012 Second District Democratic Convention will be located 

in historic Fort Madison.  Named in honor of President James 

Madison, the Fort was  established in 1808 and the city was incor-

porated in 1838.  Fort Madison is the birthplace of Dick Klein, the 

Founder of the Chicago Bulls, Aloysius Joseph Schulte, the 1st 

president of St. Ambrose College, and our own Patty Judge, the 

46th Lieutenant Governor of Iowa  and Iowa Secretary of Agri-

culture.   

If you have an interest in trains, Fort Madison  is THE place to be 

with their rail skywalk where visitors can sit and watch more than 

70 trains moving from and to every direction.  With many places 

to eat and  good lodging choices, Fort Madison is a great place to 

gather and kick off the 2012 election cycle for the newly expand-

ed 2nd Congressional District.. 

A map of the area surrounding Fort Madison is  located above.  

The red pin on that map shows the location of Fort Madison High 

School, the convention site.  A map of lodging  and contact infor-

mation is included on the next page..: 
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414. Negotiated drug prices and competitive bid system for sup-

pliers, while maintaining quality standards; 

415. Hospice care availability. 

  

Affordable Housing and Homeless Services 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

416. Safe, decent, affordable housing for all; 

417. Housing Trust Fund; 

418. Expanding Section 8 & 42 programs; 

419. Mixed-income zoning incentives; 

420. Funding Domestic Violence Shelters;  

421. Transition programs from shelters into care, treatment, and 

permanent housing programs; 

422. Increasing Homeless Shelter Grants; 

423. Job and life skills training; 

424. ñWetò and ñdryò shelters; 

425. Family-friendly shelters. 

  

Medical Research 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

426. Increasing funding for NIH/NSF; 

427. Stem cell research, including embryonic; 

428. More study of toxin exposure illnesses. 

  

Consumer Protection 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

429. Effective FDA drug approval; 

430. Labeling of vitamins/supplements for side effects and drug 

interactions; 

431. Increasing inspections of nursing homes and independent 

living facilities. 
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394. Implementation of Iowa Health Redesign as DHS recom-

mended; 

395. Creating wellness/recovery centers; 

396. Increasing funding for care of individuals with neurodevelop-

mental, neurodegenerative, and brain disorders; 

397. More free-standing mental health hospitals, clinics in Iowa; 

398. More beds in state institutions for emergency committals;  

399. Jail diversion programs for substance abuse and mental ill-

ness. 

400. Fully funding CMHS across Iowa; 

401. Funding for transitional family navigators; 

402. Increased suicide awareness, prevention programs. 

  

Tobacco Use 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

403. Increasing funding for prevention, treatment, and cessation 

programs. 

  

Disability and Elderly Services 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

404. Improving accessibility and community support services; 

405. Fair Housing Act; 

406. Increasing program flexibility/funding to permit independent 

living choices and accommodation maintenance; 

407. Mandatory substantive training for direct caregivers; 

408. Strengthening ADA, including yearly accessibility audits for 

commercial and public properties; 

409. Funding training/expenses of service/therapy animals; 

410. Increasing funding for Vocational Rehabilitation; 

411. Iowa AAA. 

  

Medicare, Medicaid, and Food Stamps 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

412. Raising income thresholds; 

413. Removing geographic inequities and increasing provider re-

imbursement; 
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Fort Madison High SchoolFort Madison High SchoolFort Madison High School    

Facility MapFacility MapFacility Map    

 

Accessibility and Amenities  

Convenient parking is available to the East of the build-

ing (to the right as you approach the High School on 

20th Street.)  There are handicap spaces both here and in 

the circle drive.  The facility is fully handicap accessi-

ble.  A sound system will be in use throughout the day, 

 

Child care services will not be available  



Newsworthy NotesNewsworthy NotesNewsworthy Notes    

8 

NOTES FROM OUR HOSTSNOTES FROM OUR HOSTSNOTES FROM OUR HOSTS    

Candidate Signs  

While hanging candidate signs is not prohibited, please 

use painters or masking tape 

IF YOU PUT UP ANY SIGNS, 

YOU MUST TAKE THEM DOWN BEFORE YOU  

LEAVE THE PREMISES!  

Please be respectful of our hosts and depositPlease be respectful of our hosts and depositPlease be respectful of our hosts and deposit    

your trash in a binyour trash in a binyour trash in a bin    

Drinks and Snacks  

An assortment of food and drink will be available for a 

la carte purchase in the large multi-purpose room just 

outside the convention hall. 

Lunch  

Tickets for the noontime meal will be available at regis-

tration.  Please make payment for your Lunch tickets to:  

Lee County Democratic Party. 
 

MENU: Sub sandwich and sides for $8.00 
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376. Increasing reimbursement for subsidized childcare; 

377. Increasing funding for before/after school programs; 

378. Impartial and fair enforcement of payment/collection of child 

support for both parents; 

379. Supporting former foster children until 21; 

380. Kinship care subsidy for parity with foster parents. 

  

Abused Persons 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

381. Funding victimsô services; 

382. Preventing abuse/neglect; 

383. Investigation of all reports of abuse; 

384. VAWA, restoring funding that current bill would cut. 

  

Reproductive Rights 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

385. Preserving original Roe-v-Wade; 

386. Emergency contraceptives access without parental consent; 

387. Iowa licensure of CPMs; 

388. Developmentally appropriate, medically accurate sex educa-

tion; 

389. Safeguarding doctors, clinics, clients from domestic terror-

ism. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

390. Legislated restrictions on pregnancy termination beyond 

those specified in Roe-v-Wade; 

391. Any form of forced sterilization; 

392. Female genital mutilation. 

  

Mental Health 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

393. Nondiscriminatory treatment of individuals with mental 

health disorders, developmental disabilities, and brain disor-

ders; 
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CWC Chemical Weapons Convention on the Prohibition of the 

Development, Production, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical 

Weapons and on their Destruction 

NDAA  National Defense Authorization Act  

UN United Nations  

UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Or-

ganization  

  

Health and Human Services 
  

Universal Healthcare 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

367. A national, comprehensive, evidence-based, affordable, sin-

gle-payer plan for everyone, including: 

a. Reproductive health services, including: family plan-

ning, contraceptive services, RU486 and other emer-

gency contraceptives, abortion, fertility services, 

b. Affordable prescription drugs, 

c. Mental health services, 

d. Dental, hearing, vision care, 

e. Access to long-term care, community-based services, 

f. Wellness and prevention efforts, 

g. Non-traditional services; 

368. Creation of a single-payer state healthcare plan; 

369. Mental health, brain disorders, and substance abuse parity. 

  

Healthcare Costs 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

370. Importation of FDA approved prescription drugs; 

371. Outcomes-based treatment plans; 

372. Loan forgiveness for health professionals in high-need areas; 

373. Investing in training more health professionals. 

  

Child Services 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

374. National child abuser database; 

375. Affordable, regulated daycare; 
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Silent Auction  

Counties and individuals are asked to donate awesome 

items for the silent auction.  Please contact Jennifer 

Lunsford at jennifer_lunsford@hotmail.com 

You wonõt want to miss out on getting 

some fantastic finds so come prepared to 

buy ! 

Affirmative Action Guidelines  

Article VIII, Section 1 of the Iowa Democratic Party 

Constitution reads:  ñProportional Representation.  All 

caucuses, conventions, committees, and Democratic 

Party Officials shall take such practical steps as may be 

within their legitimate power to assure that all caucuses, 

conventions, and committees shall include: men, wom-

en, various age groups, racial minority groups, econom-

ic groups, and representatives of identifiable geograph-

ically defined populations - all in reasonable relation-

ship to the proportions in which the groups are found in 

the populations of the respective constituencies. In the 

spirit of the above, all caucuses, conventions, and com-

mittees will also endeavor to include citizens of all na-

tional origins, ethnic identities, religions, sexual orien-

tations, gender identities, and disabilities.ò 
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Awards Dinner Awards Dinner Awards Dinner    

The First Annual District Hall of Fame 

Awards Dinner will be located at the Elks 

Club following the Convention. 

Tickets for the Dinner and Program are 

$15.00 with reservation or $20.00 if pur-

chased the day of the convention if seating 

is still available.  

To make reservations, send email to:  

 jennifer_lunsford@hotmail.com  

Put òHall of Fame Reservationsó in subject line 

Otherwise, call 319 -750 -5294  

Reservations must be made by April 24  

(You can make the reservation in advance and pay 

at the convention and still get the discount!)  

Awards to be PresentedAwards to be PresentedAwards to be Presented    

Elected Official  

County Chair  

Rising Star  

Activist  

County  

Lifetime Achievement  
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354. Comprehensive reproductive health care, family planning 

programs; 

355. Administering reconstruction and disaster relief contracts 

under open-bid processes favoring local contractors/laborers; 

356. Countervailing tariffs on all imported goods; 

357. Fair Trade programs tied to workersô rights and environmen-

tal protection. 

 

United Nations 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

358. UN sanctioned world summit for nuclear non-proliferation 

and disarmament; 

359. Full US payment of UN dues; 

360. Reinstating payments to UNESCO; 

361. International Criminal Court; 

362. Participation in multilateral peacekeeping and humanitarian 

missions; 

363. Full participation in Human Rights Council; 

364. Authorization of UN peacekeeping, peacemaking, peace-

building forces. 

  

Treaties and Conventions 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

365. Adherence to all international law; 

366. Ratification and/or full participation in: CEDAW, CRC, 

CTBT, BWC, Ottawa Land-mine Treaty, Kyoto Protocol, 

CWC, Geneva Conventions. 

  

Acronyms Used 

BWC Biological Weapons Convention Protocol 

CEDAW  Convention of Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination 

Against Women 

CRC Convention on the Rights of Children 

CTBT  Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty 
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Regional Conflicts ï Syria 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

340. International diplomacy to stop violence in Syria. 

 

Regional Conflicts -- Israel/Palestine 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

341. The establishment and recognition of a contiguous, viable 

Palestinian State along 1967 borders; 

342. Israel's right to live within secure borders with democracy to 

all of its citizens regardless of religion; 

343. The UN as the authority to facilitate a final resolution. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

344. Israeli settlement activity on territory captured in 1967; 

345. The wall on occupied territories. 

 

Regional Conflicts ï Central and South America  

  

WE OPPOSE: 

346. Training, military, financial support of repressive regimes; 

347. Indiscriminate aerial use of herbicides/insecticides; 

348. Clear-cutting of Amazon rainforest. 

  

Regional Conflicts ï Africa  

  

WE SUPPORT: 

349. Robust world efforts to prevent/end genocide; 

350. Rapid international peacekeeping intervention in armed con-

flicts. 

  

Development Assistance 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

351. Full funding of US commitments to UN Millennium Devel-

opment Goals; 

352. Linking foreign aid to promotion of human rights; 

353. Funding and prevention of pandemic/endemic diseases; 

Hall of FameHall of FameHall of Fame    
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SponsorsSponsorsSponsors    

Building Trades AssociationBuilding Trades AssociationBuilding Trades Association   

International Brotherhood of Electrical WorkersInternational Brotherhood of Electrical WorkersInternational Brotherhood of Electrical Workers   
   

Congressman Dave LoebsackCongressman Dave LoebsackCongressman Dave Loebsack   
   

State Senator Tom CourtneyState Senator Tom CourtneyState Senator Tom Courtney   

State Senator Joe SengState Senator Joe SengState Senator Joe Seng   

Representative Dennis CohoonRepresentative Dennis CohoonRepresentative Dennis Cohoon   

Frank BestFrank BestFrank Best   

Kenton ColeKenton ColeKenton Cole   

Bill HanesBill HanesBill Hanes   
   

Susie DrishSusie DrishSusie Drish   
   

Thank you for your support!Thank you for your support!Thank you for your support!    

Map from convention site ... 

é to Award Dinner site! 
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Judy Green & Sally Nelson, Co-Chairs 

Committee Members:  Ron Keller ~ Jean Pardee ~ Lisa 

McPherson ~ Heath McPherson ~ Cathy Helman ~ Lorene Smith 

Kathy Renquist ~ Brenda Conry ~ Mike Jesse ~ Susan Miller 

Robert Morawitz ~ Bryan Johnson ~ Anita Martin ~ Tom Ervin  

Carolyn Johnson ~Sandra Johnson ~ Delores Ann Skaggs 

Patricia Sheller ~ Ted Whisler ~ Jackie Wilcox ~ Nancy Nieland . 
 

Committee Alternates:  Beverly Gobble ~ Gloria Breckenridge. 

Nominated to State Credentials Committee:  (Elect 13): 

Brenda Conry, Beverly Gobble, Mike Jesse, Bryan Johnson, 

Carolyn Johnson, Anita Martine, Robert Morawitz, Sally Nel-

son, Nancy Nieland, Patricia Sheller, Ted Whisler. 

 

A Note to Elected Delegates  

Should you find that you are unable to attend the District Con-

vention, please note that an Alternate Designation Form was 

mailed to you with a letter from District Chair, Al Bohanan.  

By designating an Alternate in your place, and providing that 

person with the signed form, you allow the Credentials Com-

mittee to seat that Alternate in your place immediately upon 

their timely arrival at the convention.  Otherwise, an Alternate 

will not be seated until after the initial hour for Delegate seat-

ing, which may delay the ability of the convention to attend to 

binding business. 
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325. US-sponsored coups, military juntas, unelected governments; 

326. Torture, secret prisons, detention facilities or rendition to 

countries known to use torture; 

327. US installation of ballistic missiles in Eastern Europe; 

328. Use of cluster bombs, human shields, attack drones, collec-

tive punishments, suicide bombings, interference with aid 

workers, and blockade affecting basic human needs to civil-

ians perpetrated by state or non-state actors; 

329. USA PATRIOT Act and indefinite detention provisions of 

NDAA. 

  

Building Peace 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

330. Fair, free, and open elections in post-war societies; 

331. Increasing humanitarian involvement and international sup-

port for democratic governments; 

332. Promoting citizen diplomacy with people of other countries; 

333. Transitioning from a permanent war economy to a peacetime 

economy; 

334. Reducing US military forces abroad. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

335. Illegal transfer of weapons to armed groups; 

336. Amnesty for war criminals; 

337. Rape as a weapon of war. 

  

Regional Conflicts ï Afghanistan 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

338. Expedited withdrawal of US troops. 

  

Regional Conflicts ï Iran  

  

WE SUPPORT: 

339. Engagement and negotiations as a way forward to resolve 

concerns with nuclear program. 
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312. Testing food for disease, including BSE; 

313. GMO regulation.  

  

Acronyms Used 

BSE Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy  

CAA  Clean Air Act  

CAFE Corporate Average Fuel Economy  

CAFO Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations  

CBS County Board of Supervisors  

ESA Endangered Species Act  

CWA  Clean Water Act  

EV Electric Vehicles  

GMOs Genetically Modified Organisms  

LEED  Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design  

MTR Mountaintop Removal (mining)  

*Commons: The land, air, and water, with the resources they 

hold, which are owned in common by the American public  

  

International Affairs  
  

Peace and Security 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

314. Combating terrorism as an international criminal problem; 

315. Reducing military aid to foreign countries; 

316. Increased funding for improved border and port security; 

317. Normalization of diplomatic relations with Iran, Syria, Cuba, 

North Korea; 

318. Efforts to stabilize Pakistan; 

319. Protecting victims and prosecuting those who traffic in hu-

mans for sexual exploitation and/or forced labor; 

320. Guantanamo Bay closure; 

321. Humane treatment and habeas corpus protection for all. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

322. Persecution on basis of sexual orientation;  

323. Preemptive warfare including nuclear weapons for first 

strike; 

324. Indiscriminate use of land mines; 
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Sandy Dockendorff, Chair 

Rob Matherly, Secretary 

Committee Members:  Walt Knapper ~ Charles Sawyer 

Bill Thele ~ William Scott Vick ~ Barb Hood ~ Adil Adams 

Lynda Burr ~ Brian Flaherty ~ Melanie Gross ~ Shawn Harmon 

Jennifer Patel ~ Mike Roelf ~ David Shafer ~ Louise Young  

Dawn Doering-Suter ~ Sean Flaherty ~ Scott Smith ~ Frank Best 

Bette Dilley ~ Any Young ~ Don Paulson ~ Rod Perdue 

Henry Brockington ~ Susan Frembgen ~ Judy Greene  

Aubrey Jordan ~ Patricia Malinee ~ Marilyn Nail-Ratliff 

Kurt Ossmann ~ Merlyn Polite ~ Thomas Wolfe ~ Monica Zikra 

Martin OôBoyle ~ Melinda Jones ~ Peter Morrison 

Committee Alternates:  Bonnie Sawyer ~ Mitch Thompson 

Deb Kirchner 

Nominated to State Rules and Nominations Committee: 

(Elect 13) 

Henry Brockington,  Bette Dilley, Sandy Dockendorff, 

Susan Frembgen,  Barb Hood,  Melinda Jones, Rob Matherly, 

Peter Morrison, Marilyn Naill -Ratliff, Marty OôBoyle,  

Don Paulson, Bonnie Sawyer, Charles Sawyer, Bill Thele, 

Amy Young.  Alternate:  Judy Greene. 

   

National Delegate CandidatesNational Delegate CandidatesNational Delegate Candidates    

Required petitions and pledges of support are available atRequired petitions and pledges of support are available atRequired petitions and pledges of support are available at   

www.iowsdemocrats.org/about/docs/www.iowsdemocrats.org/about/docs/www.iowsdemocrats.org/about/docs/   

 

http://www.iowademocrats.org/about/docs/
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Candidate NotesCandidate NotesCandidate Notes    

With multiple people running for positions in many different 

elections at our district convention, it is necessary for candidates 

or the people nominating them to provide complete, legibly writ-

ten contact information prior to their election. 

Please provide the following information  for each nominee (yourself or 

whomever you are nominating):: 

Name 

Address 

Phone Number 

Email 

 

For National Delegate or Alternate positions, this infor-

mation is required on a petition form that also includes a 

Statement of Candidacy and a Statement of Support.  

This document in available at: 

 Iowa Democratic Party Website 
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 US Agricultural Policy 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

295. Anti-trust regulation prohibiting concentrated control of seed 

supply and of food production, processing, and retailing;   

296. GMO seed safe-use labeling;  

297. Holding GMO owners liable for contamination to non-GMO 

crops; 

298. Protection against GMO patent lawsuits from accidental 

GMOs planting; 

299. Right to use saved seeds. 

  

Livestock Management 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

300. Humane treatment of animals;  

301. CBS authority to approve siting, regulations for CAFOs; 

302. Strengthening the Master Matrix;  

303. Repeal of tax abatement for waste systems;  

304. Humane slaughter of horses in USDA inspected, regulated 

Iowa facilities; 

305. Horse sanctuaries; 

306. No-kill animal shelters. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

307. New or expanded CAFOs; 

308. Hormones and non-therapeutic antibiotics in farm animals; 

309. Unnecessary euthanasia of racing greyhounds and horses. 

  

Food Safety 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

310. Fundamental right to safe/healthy food; 

311. Clear labeling of all food products with information including: 

a. Origin, 

b. GMOs, 

c. Irradiation, 

d. Hormone/antibiotic use,  

e. Animal products, 

f. Pesticide use; 

http://www.iowademocrats.org/about/docs/
http://www.iowademocrats.org/about/docs/
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Watershed Management 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

279. Increased federal support of municipal treatment plants to 

conserve our waters and aquifers; 

280. Environmentally safe disposal of agricultural and municipal 

wastes, including new technologies like bio-dehydrators; 

281. Integrated watershed management including buffer zones, 

water retention basins, aquifers and maintenance of wetlands. 

  

WE OPPOSE:   

282. Pollution of waterways from farm chemical run-off. 

  

Planning and Zoning 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

283. LEED standards for publicly financed building construction; 

284. County authority issuing zoning permits. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

285. Selling public assets for private enterprise; 

286. Enforcing Eminent Domain for private enterprise. 

  

Rural Development  

  

WE SUPPORT: 

287. Funding of local soil and water conservation districts. 

  

Agriculture & Farming  

  

WE SUPPORT: 

288. Environmentally responsible agriculture; 

289. Subsidies for small family farms;  

290. Organic farming & transitional small farming incentives; 

291. Crop and livestock diversification; 

292. Industrial hemp production. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

293. Subsidies for non-family corporate farms; 

294. Meat-packer ownership of livestock. 
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Note to seated Delegates  

To maintain the integrity of our elections, please do not hand 
your ballots to anyone other than a Rules & Nominations 
Committee member.  During elections, members of the com-
mittee will collect your ballot and check your credential.  
Thank you. 

Opening CeremonyOpening CeremonyOpening Ceremony    

Convention Convenes:~ Al Bohanan   

Presentation of Colors ~ American Legion  

Pledge of Allegiance ~ Delegation  

National Anthem ~ Patricia Sheller  

Invocation ~ Bob Matherly  

 

NOMINATIONS  

As officers of the convention: 

Chair:  Al Bohanan 

Co-Vice-Chair:  Melinda Jones 

Co-Vice-Chair:  Jean Pardee 

Parliamentarian:  Bill Thele 

Time-Keeper: Bill Thele 

Secretary: Sarah Throne  

Secretary:  Robin Roseman  

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Sally Peck 

Sergeant-atï Arms:  Denis Johansen 

Sergeant-at-Arms:  Mitch Thompson  
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Order of BusinessOrder of BusinessOrder of Business    

 

1.   The Temporary Chair shall appoint temporary vice chair, temporary secretary, 

temporary sergeant-at-arms, and temporary parliamentarian 

2. The Temporary Chair shall ask for a motion on the temporary rules, which shall 

be the rules as set out in the report of the Rules and Nominations Committee 

3. The Temporary Chair shall ask for a motion making the Delegates, as certified 

by the county chairs, the temporary Delegates to the district convention 

4. The temporary report of the Credentials Committee and adoption of the tempo-

rary report of the Credentials Committee certifying a quorum shall be in order at 

any time 

5. The Temporary Chair shall announce the chairs of all committees (Platform, 

Credentials, Rules and Nominations, and Arrangements) 

6. The keynote address 

7. Report of the chair of the district democratic central committee  

8. Announcements and introductions 

9.   The Rules and Nominations Committee chair shall nominate its candidates for 

permanent chair of the convention and permanent vice chair of the convention. 

Nominations from the floor may be received. The convention will then proceed 

with the elections of permanent convention chair and permanent convention vice 

chair. 

10. The chair will appoint permanent convention officers 

11. The Chair of the Rules and Nominations Committee will present the Rules and 

Nominations Committee report and move the adoption of the report 

12. The Chair of the Credentials Committee will present the final report of the Cre-

dentials Committee and move its adoption 

13. Resolutions (other than the Platform) 

14. The Chair of the Platform Committee will present the temporary report of the 

Platform Committee.  (The temporary report of the Platform Committee is in-

cluded in the Call to District Convention.)  Debate associated with the Platform 

Report and balloting on the final platform may be taken up at several times dur-

ing the Convention. 

15. Report of the Youth Delegates 

16. Election of the district representatives to the state central committee  

17. Election of District Level National Delegates 

18. Election of state convention committee members 

19. Election of district affirmative action chair 

20. Election of Presidential Elector 

21. Ratification of elections  

22. Adjournment 

PlatformPlatformPlatform    

57 

b. Dramatically decreasing fossil fuel use by incentivizing 

increased use of hybrids, EVôs and electric charging 

stations, improved CAFE standards on all vehicles, and 

mass transit,  

c. Constructing/refitting commercial and residential 

buildings for on-site renewable power production and 

storage; 

261. Tax incentives to reduce energy consumption; 

262. Full-life cost analysis for power-plants including nuclear 

waste and coal ash, with taxation to cover these costs;  

263. A moratorium on nuclear or coal plant construction; 

264. Enforcement of liability for oil spills, clean-up, damages. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

265. Government subsidy of nuclear power and petroleum compa-

nies; 

266. Tribal-land storage of nuclear waste; 

267. Environmentally damaging strip and MTR mining;   

268. Pipelines through Ogallala Aquifer, use of tar sands oil; 

269. Fracking. 

  

Environment Enhancement and Regulation 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

270. Enhancement and rigorous enforcement of ESA, CAA and 

CWA: no exemptions for power plants or fracking opera-

tions; 

271. Restoration of bio-diverse eco-systems; 

272. Conservation, recycling; 

273. Increased penalties for polluters; 

274. Favoring environmental protection/public health over corpo-

rate profits; 

275. Protecting pollinators by banning neo-nicotinoids; 

276. Preservation of the Commons*. 

  

WE OPPOSE:  

277. Clear-cutting, mining, grazing, oil drilling in public lands and 

sensitive areas; 

278. Use of lead shot. 
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Acronyms Used 

AERLP  Alternative Energy Revolving Loan Program  

CCC Civilian Conservation Corps 

COLA  Cost of Living Adjustment  

DOD Department of Defense  

DOL  Depart of Labor  

EFCA Employee Free Choice Act  

FLSA Fair Labor Standard Act  

ESP Education Support Professional  

FED Favorable Experience Dividend  

GLBT  Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender/Transsexual 

people  

IBCA Iowa Business Corporation Act 

IPERS Iowa Public Employees Retirement System  

IWD Iowa Workforce Development  

MIRPC  Midwest Interstate Rail Passenger Compact  

NLRB  National Labor Relations Board  

OSHA Occupational Safety and Health Administration  

PLA  Project Labor Agreement  

R&D  research and development 

TIF  Tax Increment Financing 

USPS United States Postal Service  

WPA Work Projects Administration 

  

Agriculture & Environment  
  

Climate Change and Sustainable Energy Policy 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

259. Climate change as accepted science, caused by man-made 

CO2
 emissions; 

260. Development and implementation of comprehensive sustaina-

ble, efficient energy/economic strategies via: 

a. Energy independence through locally owned eco-

sustainable sources: bio-fuels, wind, solar, geothermal, 

low-head hydroelectric power; investment in distribut-

ed energy, smart grid improvements, net metering, and 

advanced energy storage technologies,  
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I. Rules Governing the Organizational Phase of 

the District Convention  

A. The Convention shall be called to order no later than fifteen 

minutes after the time announced in the official call.  If the Tem-

porary Chair does not call the Convention to order within this 

time limit, any Delegate may call the Convention to order and the 

business shall begin.  

B. The rules of this Convention shall be the Constitution, By-laws, 

and Delegate Selection Plan of the Iowa Democratic Party, the 

Constitution and Statutes of the State of Iowa, the rules adopted 

by this Convention, and Robertôs Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 

as modified by the Charter of the Democratic Party of the United 

States, 

C. Only Delegates, Youth Delegates, convention officers, creden-

tialed press, and other persons authorized by the Rules and Nomi-

nations Committee shall be allowed on the convention floor. Al-

ternates are authorized to be seated in a separate Alternate area of 

the convention hall where they may observe, though they are not 

eligible to vote. 

D. Seating of Delegates 

1. Registration shall be open for at least one hour and late arriv-

ing Delegate registration and Alternate seating shall be open 

for one additional hour immediately following. 

2. If a Delegate is unable to attend all or part of the convention, 

the Delegate may select a duly elected Alternate by designat-

ing the name of the Alternate in writing to the Credentials 

Committee.  A form shall be provided for this purpose.   

3. Duly elected Delegates to the Convention shall have the first 

right to be seated at the beginning of the Convention.  Alter-

nates designated by a Delegate may also be seated starting at 

8:00AM. 

4. Beginning at 9:00 AM, for Delegates who have not arrived 

and who did not designate a duly elected Alternate, the Cre-

dentials Committee shall begin seating Alternates with con-

sideration given to Alternates from the same county.  Provi-

sions for naming Alternates outlined in the Delegate Selec-

tion Plan shall be followed. 
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If a Delegate fails to name an Alternate, in writing, to serve in 

his/her place, The Credentials Committee may seat an Alter-

nate in place of the Delegate according to the rules below. A 

Delegate who does not designate an Alternate in writing shall 

not have the right to unseat anyone seated by the Credentials 

Committee because of the Delegate's absence. If a duly elect-

ed Delegate has designated an Alternate, the Alternate shall 

serve only until the originally elected Delegate appears at the 

convention and asserts to the Credentials Committee Chair 

his/her right to be seated. At such time, the Alternate shall 

turn over his/her credentials and balloting materials to the 

duly elected Delegate. In the event of a dispute, the Creden-

tials Committee shall determine to whom the seat belongs. 

5. If the Credentials Committee cannot locate a designated or 

preferred Alternate after a good faith effort (three (3) calls to 

the Alternate seating area), the Credentials Committee shall 

select another Alternate. 

6. A late-arriving Delegate may fill an open Delegate seat. 

7. Seating of non-designated Alternates as Delegates may com-

mence at 9:00 AM.  Late arriving Delegates and Alternates 

arriving after 10:00AM shall present themselves to the Cre-

dentials Committee who shall make a determination on a case

-by-case basis on whether to seat them. 

E. With the exception of a Keynote Speaker and incumbent Con-

gressperson, designated convention speakers shall be limited to 

five minutes speaking time. The Chair shall enforce time limits.  

If the chair fails to enforce this time limit, any Delegate may call 

on the chair to do so. 

F. Report of the Credentials Committee 

1. The report of the Credentials Committee certifying a quorum 

shall be adopted before consideration of other official busi-

ness, including all elections. 

2. The Chair shall recognize the Chair of the Credentials Com-

mittee to present the committee report.  The Chair of the 

committee may present committee amendments, may yield 

the floor to others, and may yield to the presentation and dis-

position of minority reports without losing the right to the 

floor. 

3. In the event of a challenge, the Credentials Committee shall 

include in its report the name of the Delegate or Alternate 

whom it believes is entitled to participate in the Convention.  
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WE OPPOSE: 

238. Repealing Davis-Bacon Act;  

239. Privatizing public services.  

  

Budget and Taxation 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

240. Evenly applied tax laws; 

241. State Health Department funding, Plumbing Mechanical 

Systems Board; 

242. Re-establishing Glass-Steagall Act;  

243. Increasing dependency exemption; 

244. Reforming earmarks; 

245. Reducing defense spending;  

246. Increasing Iowa public private partnerships with the Rock 

Island Arsenal; 

247. IBCA;  

248. Audits of Federal Reserve and DOD; 

249. Renewing funding of Homestead Veterans Exemption. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

250. Incentives and tax breaks for moving jobs overseas; 

251. Off-shore oil drilling federal subsidies; 

252. Perpetual TIFs; 

253. Big business subsidies; 

254. Improper General Fund diversions; 

255. Congress pre-funding mandate for USPS. 

  

Trade Regulation 

  

WE SUPPORT:   

256. Fair trade; 

257. Greater congressional oversight, trade negotiations. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

258. Foreign countries managing US ports. 
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214. Fair method transitioning IPERS benefits; 

215. IPERS-member-elected positions on IPERS investment 

board; 

216. Non-discriminatory parental leave benefits; 

217. Proportional wages/benefits for part-time/contingent employ-

ees; 

218. Strengthening pension protection with criminal penalties for 

violators. 

  

Economic Development 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

219. Creation of a billion dollar AERLP managed locally; 

220. Making TIFs project-based within a single school district; 

221. Fair Use Doctrine; 

222. Restore public domain; 

223. Creating domestic manufacturing incentives; 

224. Establishing funding for MIRPC membership; 

225. Effective commodities trading regulation; 

226. Accountability and transparency for corporate funds re-

ceived/disbursed; 

227. National high-speed internet policies, open internet, consum-

er protections; 

228. Revising 1870 Mining Act; 

229. Developing national quality of life measurement; 

230. Employersô responsibility for ensuring legal status of their 

employees; 

231. Humane, rational Immigration reform without bias; 

232. Economic development of small businesses; 

233. Job creation through repairing/renewing Americaôs infra-

structure; 

234. Reinstatement of the CCC;   

235. Laws rejecting nuclear power plants to protect from environ-

mental hazards; 

236. 100% US poverty reduction by 2020; 

237. Only corporate economic assistance that pays living wage, 

affordable healthcare. 
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When a number of challenges are to be resolved by the Con-

vention, the Credentials Committee shall report on each in 

alphabetical order by county in which the Delegate seat being 

challenged is located.  Only a minority constituting 10% or 

more of the committee members may present to the Conven-

tion a minority report on any challenge. 

4. The Convention shall vote on each challenge of the Creden-

tials Committee report.  The report of the Credentials Com-

mittee must be approved by a majority vote of the Conven-

tion before a Delegate or Alternate being challenged may 

vote or participate in the Convention. 

5. After all challenges have been resolved, the Convention 

Chair shall ask for a vote on the adoption of the report of the 

Credentials Committee with any amendments previously 

adopted.  

6. In the event that the report of the Credentials Committee shall 

fail to pass, the Credentials Committee shall reconvene im-

mediately to reconsider its report.  A revised report shall be 

presented to the Convention as soon thereafter as possible. 

7. Upon the adoption of the Credentials Committee report which 

certifies the percentage of the delegation by preference group, 

the Temporary Chair of the Convention shall announce that 

candidates for National Delegate have fifteen (15) minutes to 

submit their nomination petitions to the Chair of the Rules 

and Nominations Committee. 

G. Election of the Permanent Convention Chair 

1. The Chair of the Rules and Nominations Committee shall be 

recognized to place in nomination a candidate for permanent 

Convention Chair. 

2. The Temporary Chair may receive any additional nomina-

tions from the floor. 

3. When there are no further nominations, or upon adoption of a 

motion to close nominations, the Temporary Chair, after giv-

ing any nominee the opportunity to decline nomination, shall 

conduct the election for the permanent convention Chair. 

4. The Permanent Chair shall then appoint such other officers as 

may be required to assist in the conduct of the business of the 

Convention.  Such other officers may include Vice-Chair, 

Secretary, Parliamentarian, Timekeeper, and Sergeant-at-

Arms (multiples as needed).   
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5. The Chair should give due consideration to those nominated 

by the Rules and Nominations Committee who shall have 

considered qualifications, affirmative action and minority and 

geographical representation. 

H. Report of the Rules and Nominations Committee 

The Convention Chair shall recognize the Chair of the Rules and 

Nominations Committee to present the committee's report for the 

rules of the Convention. 

I. Special Resolutions  

1. It shall be in order for any seated delegate to bring to the at-

tention of the convention delegation a resolution. 

2. Such a resolution may not be an issue plank more appropri-

ately considered with the Platform Report. 

3. Any seated delegate wishing to bring a resolution for consid-

eration by the convention delegation shall present the legibly 

written copy to the Secretary of the Convention no later than 

10:00 AM the morning of the Convention. 

4. A simple majority of delegates present and voting shall be 

required to pass a Special Resolution. 

II. Special Rules  

A. Special Orders of Business 

It shall be in order at any time for the Rules and Nominations 

Committee to report to the Convention a resolution providing a 

special order of business for debate of a resolution, motion, com-

mittee report, minority report, or amendment to a committeeôs 

report; or the consideration of any matter for which provision is 

not made under these rules. 

B. Powers and Duties of the Convention Chair 

The chair is authorized to: 

1. Appoint any Delegate temporarily to perform the duties of the 

chair during the absence of the Permanent Chair or Vice-

Chair. 

2. Take such lawful action as may be appropriate and necessary 

to preserve order throughout the convention hall. 

C. Report of the Platform Committee 

The consideration of the Platform Committee's report shall be 

taken up at the discretion of the Chair at the appropriate times 

after certification of a quorum.  Additional Rules governing the 

adoption of the platform are found in Article III.   

D. Voting  
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192. Financial deterrents preventing companies from taking busi-

nesses outside US; 

193. Fair trade agreements that provide living wages, sound envi-

ronmental/humane conditions; 

194. Increasing work-related death benefits; 

195. Renewed WPA emphasizing infrastructure and alternative 

energy; 

196. Subsidizing  mass transit, bicycling, high speed rail; 

  

197. Penalizing employers violating work-force development 

plans;   

198. Alternative energy R&D plans employing US workers; 

199. Raising FLSA exempt workers minimum salary;  

200. Improved workplace ergonomic requirements; 

201. Honoring binding arbitration commitments; 

202. Reopening IWD offices; 

203. Unemployment benefits for public school ESPs.  

  

WE OPPOSE:   

204. Mandates and limiting overtime pay; 

205. Replacing prison labor for bargaining unit workers; 

206. Privatizing public jobs; 

207. Expanding FLSA exemptions; 

208. "Right-to-work";  

209.  Employer and insurance screening based on personal credit, 

polygraph, genetic information. 

  

Pension/Insurance 

  

WE SUPPORT:  

210. Turning over closed corporate assets to Pension Benefit 

Guaranty; 

211. Funding IPERS, using current employee/employer contribu-

tion ratio with actuarial analysis for full funding including 

COLA for pre-1990 retirees, FED for post-1990 retirees; 

212. New funding FED, replacement FED, independent board 

governing trust fund; 

213. Long-term retirement savings incentives; 
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 LABOR, ECONOMY & COMMERCE  
  

Labor  

  

WE SUPPORT:  

167. Uniform Plumbing Code; 

168. ñFair Shareò; 

169. Full NLRB, DOL funding; 

170. Public works construction PLAs; 

171. Strengthening OSHA; 

172. US manufacturing military components; 

173. Funding worker retraining. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

174. Unsafe, unhealthy imported goods; 

175. Hiring replacement workers during labor disputes; 

176. Piecework rate without a guaranteed living wage. 

  

Job Security, Workers Rights 

  

WE SUPPORT:  

177. Increasing minimum wage, indexing inflation; 

178. Unionization; 

179. Collective bargaining; 

180. Workersô compensation right to choose; 

181. Family compensation for killed or injured firefighters and 

police. 

182. Family medical leave by all employers; 

183. Court access for discharged or injured workers; 

184. Passing EFCA; 

185. Prevailing wage for construction workers on government pro-

jects; 

186. Right to strike with benefit protections; 

187. Whistleblower protection; 

188. Equal GLBT workers' rights and employment opportunities; 

189. Expanding unemployment benefit eligibility;  

190. Employee protection after a plant closure or bankruptcy; 

191. Staffing state prisons, funding negotiated contracts; 
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1. Except as otherwise required, voting shall be by voice vote 

and, in case of doubt, by division.  A written or electronic 

non-secret ballot may be ordered only after division is at-

tempted, upon a motion that is seconded and supported by a 

vote of at least one-third of the authorized Delegates present.  

It is the responsibility of each county chair or their de-

signee to assist any Delegate who cannot comply with the 

physical requirements of this rule.  A Delegate who can-

not comply should notify their county chair or designee 

who will obtain assistance from a member of the Rules 

and Nominations Committee.  Special ñassistantò creden-

tials may be provided to allow a helper to stand in the 

Delegates place as requested by the Delegate.   

2. All questions, except as otherwise specified in these rules, 

shall be determined by a majority vote of the authorized Del-

egates present and voting.  

3. When a question has been put to the vote, the vote thereon 

may not be interrupted for any purpose other than to move for 

a ballot vote, or to direct a point of order to the conduct of the 

vote. The Chair shall interpret a motion for a roll call vote as 

a motion for a ballot vote. 

4. During the counting of the votes on any issue, the Chair may 

place a new main motion on the floor and return to the previ-

ous motion after the counting is completed. 

5. No proxy or absentee voting is permitted. 

E. Appeals 

1. An appeal shall not be in order from decisions on recognition, 

or from decisions on dilatoriness of motions, or during a bal-

lot vote, or on a question on which an appeal has just been 

decided, or when, in the opinion of the chair, such an appeal 

is clearly dilatory. 

2. Before the question is put on any appeal, the person making 

the appeal shall be entitled to two minutes to express his/her 

reasons for the appeal. 

3. The Chair shall be allowed two minutes for an explanation of 

the ruling.  Without further debate, the chair shall then put the 

appeal to a vote.  A simple majority vote of the Delegates 

present and voting is required to overrule the chair. 

F. Motion to Suspend the Rules 
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1. The Chair may entertain a motion to Suspend the Rules only 

for a stated purpose.  If seconded, the person making the mo-

tion to Suspend the Rules shall be allowed two minutes to 

explain the need to suspend. 

2. The Chair shall immediately recognize the Chair of the Rules 

and Nominations Committee or his/her designee whose re-

marks shall be limited to two minutes.  The motion shall then 

be decided without further debate.  A vote of two-thirds (2/3) 

of the Delegates present and voting is required to pass the 

motion to suspend. 

3. 3. No motion to Suspend the Rules or Reconsideration of 

a previous vote shall be in order if the effect of the motion is 

to deny a minority rights to which they are entitled under the 

rules of the convention or to reverse the will of the majority 

previously stated.  

G. Minority Reports 

1. Minority Reports of committees shall only be considered by 

the Convention when adopted by at least 10 percent (10%) of 

all the members of the convention committee. 

2. A Minority Report must have been considered at a committee 

meeting. 

3. The minority shall provide the committee chair as well as the 

chair of the convention with a legibly written copy of the Mi-

nority Report before it is introduced.  Members of the minori-

ty shall sign the Minority Report. 

4. By definition, a Minority Report is an alternative viewpoint 

to a plank included in the Platform Report creating a choice 

for the convention delegation to pass one or the other or nei-

ther, but not both.   

5. A Minority Report in the Platform Report shall be a lettered 

subset of the numbered plank presented by the Platform 

Committee. 

H. Debate.  Except as elsewhere provided, debate shall be governed 

by: 

1. All Delegates, once recognized, shall state their name and 

county.  Delegates must use the microphones provided.  The 

method for the Chair to be able to identify speakers For and 

Against a motion or resolution shall be by use of Green Pad-

dles -   FOR/PRO, Red Paddles - AGAINST/CON, and Yel-

low Paddles - INQUIRIES/ETC.  Initial debate on any ques-

tion shall be limited to six (6) minutes and shall be divided 
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161. High-speed rail; 

162. Strengthening the FAA; 

163. NATCA, ATC staff, facilities and equipment; 

164. Helmet laws; 

165. Subsidized passenger and freight train services. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

166. Infrastructure privatization. 

  

Acronyms Used 

ATC   Air Traffic Control  

CPI Consumer Price Index  

DOMA  Defense of Marriage Act  

DREAM  Development, Relief and Education for Alien Mi-

nors  

EITC  Earned Income Tax Credit  

EPA Environmental Protection Agency  

ERA Equal Rights Amendment  

FAA Federal Aviation Administration  

GI  General Infantry  

GLBT  Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender  

GSA Glass-Steagall Act  

HCPA Hate Crimes Prevention Act  

ICRC  Iowa Civil Rights Commission  

ID  Identification  

NATCA  National Air Traffic Controllers Association  

PBOS Precinct Based Optical-Scanner Voting  

PIPA Protect IP Act  

POW/MIA  Prisoners of War/Missing in Action  

RFMA  Respect for Marriage Act  

SOPA Stop Online Piracy Act 

SOL Statute of Limitations  

SOX Sarbanes-Oxley Act  

SS Social Security  

SuperPAC Super Political Action Committee  

TIF  Tax Increment Funding  

TWP Temporary Worker Programs  

UAFA  Uniting American Families Act  

VA  Veteranôs Affairs  
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 Participation in Government 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

140. Government transparency; 

141. Greater youth involvement; 

142. Iowaôs Open Meetings Law, including electronic recording. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

143. Unrelated riders and amendments on bills. 

  

Immigration  

  

WE SUPPORT: 

144. Equal access to K-1 visas regardless of sexual orientation or 

gender identity; 

145. Amnesty for foreign nationals who are legally married to a 

US citizen under their state's law regardless of sexual orien-

tation or gender; 

146. Asylum for foreign nationals on medical grounds; 

147. Easier, non-punitive pathways to legal immigration; 

148. DREAM Act; 

149. Path to legal status for undocumented immigrants; 

150. Judicial review of visa denials and removal orders; 

151. Increased priority for family reunification; 

152. Effective, just, humane border policy; 

153. Alignment of immigration laws with humanitarian values. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

154. Admissions limits for humanitarian refugees; 

155. TWP; 

156. Mass raids and related enforcement policies and practices; 

157. Quotas in Diversity Lottery. 

  

Transportation 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

158. Safe, reliable and maintained roadways; 

159. ñComplete Streetsò; 

160. Improved funding and availability of public transit; 
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equally between alternating proponents and opponents in 

speeches that do not exceed one minute each. 

2. No speaker may yield the floor to another speaker, and no 

Delegate shall be allowed to speak a second time until all 

Delegates who wish to speak have done so. 

3. At the end of the initial debate time, the Convention, by a 

simple majority vote, may extend the debate for a  specified 

period of time not to exceed six (6) minutes, subject in all 

other respects to rule 2 above. 

4. Debate may be closed sooner by at least two-thirds vote in 

support of closing debate.  A motion for the previous ques-

tion shall not be in order from a speaker during the course of 

his/her debate. 

5. A motion to move the previous question shall be made from a 

microphone. 

6. Debate may be extended beyond the initial extension only by 

a two-thirds vote in support of extension for a specified addi-

tional amount of time, subject in all other respects to rule 2 

above. 

I. Quorum 

1. Forty percent of the accredited Delegates shall constitute a 

quorum. 

2. No motion questioning a quorum shall be in order after the 

Credentials Committee report has been accepted. 

J. Youth Delegates 

1. Beginning with the 1988 precinct caucuses, the Iowa Demo-

cratic Party implemented a Youth Delegate program.  This 

program permits young people to observe the Iowa Demo-

cratic Party caucus/convention process. Special seating for 

these observers shall be provided by the Arrangements Com-

mittee.   

2. Youth Delegates will be permitted to caucus separately and 

encouraged to participate in many of the organizational as-

pects of the District Convention.  Youth Delegates may not 

vote on regular convention matters and are not to be assessed 

Delegate fees. 

3. Access to the Youth Delegates will be limited to elected offi-

cials and shall be monitored by the Rules Committee member 

assigned to assist the Youth Delegation in meeting their 

goals.  As this is an opportunity for Youth aged 12-17 to par-
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ticipate in a learning environment, parents are requested to let 

their children express their own agenda, elect their own lead-

ership (under the guidance of the Rules Committee Youth 

Coordinator), and develop their own Caucus Report to be 

delivered to the Convention Delegation. 

K. Other Motions  

1. A motion to recess for a specified time and purpose shall be 

in order at any time except when the question has been put or 

a vote is in progress; the motion shall be decided without de-

bate.  The chair shall not entertain a motion to recess if, in the 

opinion of the chair, such motion is dilatory. 

2. A motion to adjourn shall not be in order until all statutory 

and constitutional duties have been completed. 

III.  Rules Governing Adoption Of The Platform  

A. The Statement of Principles shall be voted on as a whole and the 

Statement of Issues shall be voted on by subcommittee section 

unless twenty (20) Delegates sign a petition to reserve a para-

graph of the Statement of Principles or subcommittee section of 

the Statement of Issues for separate debate and vote.  Petitions for 

separate debate and vote shall be submitted to the Secretary of the 

Convention by 10:30 a.m. the day of the convention.  

B. Amendments to either the Statement of Principles or Statement of 

Issues must be in writing, legible and accompanied by a petition 

in support thereof, signed by twenty (20) of the seated Delegates 

to the convention, and submitted to the Secretary of the Conven-

tion by 10:30 a.m. the day of the convention.  All submitted 

amendments will be posted in the designated area of the conven-

tion hall by 12:00 noon.. 

C. Debate on the platform shall be conducted in the following order: 

1. The Chair of the Convention shall recognize the Chair of the 

Platform Committee to move adoption of the platform. 

2. The Chair of the Platform Committee or his or her designee 

shall present The Statement of Principles or a subcommittee 

section of the platform and move its adoption. 

3. The Statement of Principles and subcommittee sections shall 

be debated and voted on as a whole except for paragraphs 

affected by a, b, or c (below).  Paragraphs affected by a, b, or 

c shall be considered in the order that they appear in the con-

vention book, and according to the following precedence: 
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WE OPPOSE: 

123. Possession, purchase, use of firearms by abusers under a 

protection order. 

  

Marriage 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

124. Repealing DOMA and supporting marriage equality for all, 

marriage as a civil right; 

125. UAFA; 

126. RFMA. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

127. Maternal bias in custody decisions; 

128. GLBT discrimination on parenting rights; 

129. All constitutional ñMarriage Amendmentsò. 

  

Veterans 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

130. Comprehensive, prompt mental health and disability pay-

ments/pensions; 

131. Full funding of comprehensive care for veterans; 

132. Full staffing of medical doctors, psychiatrists, psychologists, 

social workers at VA Medical and Outreach Centers; 

133. More VA Outreach Centers; 

134. More funding for National Guard Units; 

135. More funding for GI Bill; 

136. Thorough investigation of all harassment complaints in the 

military; 

137. Accounting for all POW/MIA and recoverable remains; 

138. Portability of veteran healthcare benefits to local hospitals 

and clinics; 

139. Equal life insurance benefits for service-related 50%-

disabled veterans and active duty soldiers. 
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Internet and Telecommunications 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

105. Greater online privacy rights; 

106. First Amendment protection for electronic media; 

107. Fairness Doctrine; 

108. Affordable, publicly-owned broadband networks; 

109. Unlicensed broadcast spectrum for community networks; 

110. Net neutrality; 

111. Statewide networking of all public documents. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

112. SOPA, PIPA and attempts to censor the internet; 

113. Warrantless electronic surveillance. 

  

Consumer Protection 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

114. Regulated, taxed derivatives market; 

115. Criminal prosecution of management for corporate crimes; 

116. Foreclosure moratorium, mortgage renegotiation; 

117. Required individual written permission/compensation before 

companies share personal information; 

118. Federal anti-trust laws applied to insurance companies; 

119. Regulation of financial advisors. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

120. Corporate oversight exemption; 

121. Social networking ID disclosure to employer and/or employer 

access as a condition of employment. 

  

Reasonable Gun Legislation 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

122. Second amendment rights with responsible restrictions: li-

censing, safety training, background checks, waiting periods, 

registration. 
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a. Minority reports from the Platform Committee.  Minori-

ty reports are automatically debatable. 

b. Amendments submitted as in B (above).  Amendments 

are automatically debatable. 

c. Paragraphs that have been reserved for separate debate 

and vote, as in point A (above). 

4. The convention shall vote on adoption of the Statement of 

Principles and each subcommittee section as a whole as 

amended. 

5. Each remaining subcommittee section of the platform shall be 

considered in the order presented according to the procedure 

in a) through c) (above). 

6. Debate on the Platform shall be conducted under the rules 

outlined in Article II, H. 

7. The Convention will vote on adoption of the platform as a 

whole, as amended by consideration under the rules above. 

D. The first proponent on the debate of each platform plank shall be 

the Platform Committee Chair or their designee.  The first propo-

nent on debate of a minority report or written amendment to the 

platform or a motion to strike shall be a member of the minority 

or an author of the amendment or maker of the motion.  The first 

opponent on debate of a minority report or written amendment or 

a motion to strike shall be the designee of the Chair of the Plat-

form Committee. 

IV.    Rules Governing Elections  

(Using Preferential Block Voting) 

The State Central Committee voted to allow the use of Preferential 

Block Voting at District and State Conventions and approval has been 

received from the DNC to use this method of counting votes for Nation-

al Delegates, as well.  Districts looking to move to this method may 

contact Norm Sterzenbach at nsterzenbach@iowademcrats.org for ac-

cess to software and limited support from IDP staff.  In addition to the 

open source software, appropriate ballots and a flyer explaining the use 

of this method are available.  This method of voting was successfully 

used at both the Second District Convention and the Iowa State Con-

vention in 2010.    
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Preferential Block Voting is also known as Instant Runoff Voting 

(IRV).  It is a method that uses computers to COUNT the vote almost 

instantly, but the method of voting uses a paper ballot.  It requires com-

puters loaded with Excel and folks willing and able to do the very quick 

data entry.  The following rules would be appropriate for Districts 

wanting to use this method.  (Another set of suggested rules are includ-

ed in this Guide for Districts wanting to stick with the repeated ballots 

method of voting.) 

A. Each seated Delegate shall receive, along with credentials, an 

official, uniquely numbered ballot set. 

B. The Rules and Nominations Committee or their designees shall 

collect and count all ballots. 

C. The Chair of Rules and Nominations Committee or their design-

ee shall explain the method of voting prior to any Delegate cast-

ing a ballot.  For each round of balloting, the ballot number to be 

used and the number of positions to be filled on that ballot shall 

be announced.   

D. Each nominee will be allowed to decline. 

E. No proxy or absentee voting is allowed. 

F. Each candidate or his/her designee will be allowed up to two (2) 

minutes to address the Convention.  

G. No more than a simple majority of the positions to be filled may 

be elected on the first round of balloting, unless the number of 

persons nominated is equal to or less than the number of posi-

tions to be filled. 

H. The candidates for each ballot shall be listed alphabetically by 

last name and numbered.  This list shall be clearly displayed.  

Once the candidates have been assigned numbers, each candi-

dateôs number shall remain the same until all seats are filled in 

that category even as others are elected and removed from the 

list.  Example:  Abby Road is running for one of four positions 

as cheerleader.  Abby Road is given number 10 once the candi-

dates are listed alphabetically.  Even though three other candi-

dates are elected on the first round of balloting, Abby Roadôs 

number stays number 10 until all four seats are filled.  If Abby 

Road runs in another category of elections, perhaps for a com-

mittee position, her number would change according to the al-

phabetical list of all the candidates running for that committee. 
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Government Services 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

83. Additionally funded rural county and city services, especially 

emergency; 

84. ñMain Street Iowaò; 

85. Funding and increasing threshold for Iowa Legal Aid; 

86. Formal standardized civil, federal, state statutes to include 

anti-bias laws for GLBT, disability, political affiliation, race, 

gender, and gender identity. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

87. Privatizing government functions/services. 

  

Criminal Justice 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

88. Equal sentencing for all cocaine; 

89. Cannabis legalization, regulation, taxation;  

90. Automatic restoration of felon voting rights; 

91. Human rights and open hearings for immigrants; 

92. HCPA including transgender; 

93. Community alternatives to incarceration of non-violent of-

fenders; 

94. Prisoners' human rights; 

95. Non-partisan commission to investigate, disclose, prosecute 

criminal activities in the Bush or any other administration; 

96. SOX; 

97. Funding for Drug and Mental Health courts. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

98. Mandatory sentencing; 

99. Unenforceable sex offender residential restrictions; 

100. Racial profiling; 

101. Prison privatization; 

102. Sexual abuse SOL; 

103. Life sentencing for juveniles; 

104. Capital punishment. 
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58. Reciprocal separation of church and state; 

59. Federal, Iowa ERAs; 

60. Restoring full funding/staffing for ICRC; 

61. Estate Tax; 

62. Womenôs freedom of speech especially regarding reproduc-

tive choices; 

63. Insurance coverage for same-sex couples; 

64. Grandparent and same-sex partner visitation rights. 

  

  

WE OPPOSE: 

65. National ID cards; 

66. Public votes on civil rights; 

67. Corporate personhood; 

68. Killing of American citizens without due process; 

69. Removal of Supreme Court Justices based on their rulings; 

70. Warrantless wiretapping and searches. 

  

Taxes and Social Security 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

71. Progressive income taxation with equitable taxation on all 

income; 

72. Expanded college tuition and student loan interest tax credits; 

73. Increased EITC; 

74. SS payroll tax on all forms of income without caps; 

75. Closing all corporate tax loopholes; 

76. TIF limitation, reform, regulation; 

77. Microtax on securities transactions; 

78. Laws regarding tax-exempt status for religious institutions. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

79. Attempts to weaken or privatize SS; 

80. SS benefit reductions; 

81. Taxation of unemployment, worker compensation and SS 

benefits; 

82. Bush Tax Cuts. 
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I. Each Delegate shall vote, ranking the candidates in order of their 

preference.   

J. A ballot shall be considered spoiled and not counted if:  

1. One Candidate is listed more than once per ballot.   

2. Less than the total number candidates are ranked than there 

are seats to be filled per ballot. 

3. The wrong ballot number is used.  (Accepting the wrong bal-

lot makes it difficult to confirm election results and can con-

fuse the matter when voting by candidate number rather than 

name.) 

K. Votes shall be counted by the Preferential Block Voting Method. 

L. To be elected, a candidate must garner the votes of at least a 

simple majority of the Delegates present and voting. 

M. While ballots are being counted, the Delegates may proceed with 

other convention business. 

N. Affirmative Action Guidelines for All Elections at the District 

Convention: 

Excerpt from the Constitution of the Iowa Democratic Party: 

Section 1 - Proportional Representation: All caucuses, conventions, 

committees, and Democratic Party Officials shall take such practical 

steps as may be within their legitimate power to assure that all caucus-

es, conventions, and committees shall include: men, women, various 

age groups, racial minority groups, economic groups, and representa-

tives of identifiable geographically defined populations - all in reasona-

ble relationship to the proportions in which the groups are found in the 

populations of the respective constituencies. In the spirit of the above, 

all caucuses, conventions, and committees will also endeavor to include 

citizens of all national origins, ethnic identities, religions, sexual orien-

tations, gender identities, and disabilities. 

V. Rules  Governing Elections 

(Not Using Preferential Block Voting) 

A. The Chair of Rules and Nominations Committee or their designee 

shall explain the method of voting prior to any Delegate casting a 

ballot.  For each round of balloting, the ballot number to be used 

and the number of positions to be filled on that ballot shall be 

announced.   

B. Each seated Delegate shall receive, along with credentials, an 

official, uniquely numbered ballot set. 
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C. The Rules and Nominations Committee or their designees shall 

collect and count all ballots.  

D. Once the nominations have been completed or the nomination 

petitions received, the Rules and Nominations Committee shall 

cause the candidates to be listed in alphabetical order and num-

bered.  The list of candidates so ordered shall be displayed clearly 

for the entire delegation to see.  Once the candidates have been 

assigned numbers, each candidateôs number shall remain the 

same until all seats are filled in that category even as others are 

elected and removed from the list.  Example:  Abby Road is run-

ning for one of four positions as cheerleader.  Abby Road is given 

number 10 once the candidates are listed alphabetically.  Even 

though three other candidates are elected on the first round of 

balloting, Abby Roadôs number stays number 10 until all four 

seats are filled.  If Abby Road runs in another category of elec-

tions, perhaps for a committee position, her number would 

change according to the alphabetical list of all the candidates run-

ning for that committee. 

E. Each nominee will be allowed to decline. 

F. No proxy or absentee voting is allowed. 

G. Each candidate or his/her designee will be allowed up to two (2) 

minutes to address the Convention.   

H. No more than a simple majority of the available positions may be 

filled on the first ballot. If the number of positions to be filled is 

five (5) or less each Delegate may vote for the number of candi-

dates equal to the number of positions to be filled as directed at 

the time of voting. 

I. If the number of positions to be filled is more than five (5), each 

Delegate shall vote for five (5) on each round of balloting except 

the last round. Upon the last round of balloting, each Delegate 

shall vote for the number of candidates equal to the number of 

positions left to be filled. 

J. A ballot will be considered spoiled and not counted if a Delegate 

votes for fewer candidates than positions to be filled on any given 

round of balloting.  

K. In the event that no candidate is elected by a majority vote on a 

given ballot then, in each election, candidate(s) receiving fewer 

votes than other candidates shall be eliminated from further bal-

loting under the following provisions: 

1. at least one candidate shall be eliminated, 
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Government and Law 
  

American Institutions, Campaigns and Elections 

  

WE SUPPORT: 

37. Regulated public disclosure of all contributions to any candi-

date or ballot measure;  

38. PBOS;  

39. Mandatory statistically significant random hand audits of 

public elections; 

40. Iowaôs current voter registration laws and policies; 

41. Immediate full disclosure of SuperPAC donors; 

42. Barring former campaigners from working for SuperPACs; 

43. Publicly-financed elections; 

44. Iowaôs system of selecting judges based on merit; 

45. Independent electoral ethics commission for congress; 

46. Internet posted lobbying contacts; 

47. Free and equal media time for all candidates; 

48. Recall mechanisms for elected officials; 

49. Universal voter registration; 

50. EPA Cabinet Status; 

51. Elections by direct popular vote; 

52. Federal elections national holiday; 

53. Tying congressional pay to CPI. 

  

WE OPPOSE: 

54. Voting requirements like photo IDôs; 

55. Citizenôs United decision. 

  

Civil Rights and Civil Liberties  

  

WE SUPPORT: 

56. Same-sex couplesô rights regarding adoption; 

57. Addition of sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, and 

political affiliation to all anti-discrimination laws, hate-crime 

laws, anti-bullying laws, human rights policies, and civil stat-

utes;  
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23. Early elementary learning of foreign languages; 

24. A system that accurately identifies struggling public schools, 

directing resources where needed to improve performance; 

25. Flexible individual-learning-plans to help teachers, parents 

and counselors promote studentôs success; 

26. Continued Pell Grants at 100% of need;  

27. Increasing community college faculty salaries to equal or 

surpass the national average; 

28. Programs to forgive student loans for college graduates who 

remain in Iowa and work to include retroactive coverage; 

29. Loan forgiveness for people who are disabled or receive so-

cial security; 

30. Extending the deferral of student loans to one year post-

graduation; 

31. Setting allowable growth at a rate that reflects actual cost 

increases experienced by school districts and AEAs;   

32. Universal preschool and kindergarten;  

33. Exempting school budgets that have been approved from 

across-the-board cuts;  

34. Increasing higher education access with low college loan in-

terest rates, a fully refundable College Opportunity Tax 

Credit, aid to states that keep tuition low, reduction of col-

lege tuition rates; 

35. Including the Labor Movement in core curriculum.  
  

WE OPPOSE: 

36. Diverting public monies from public schools to fund vouch-

ers, tuition tax credits, and private-for-profit education busi-

nesses. 

  

Acronyms Used 

AEA  Area Education agency  

ELL  English Language Learners  

NCLB  No Child Left Behind  

TAG Talented and gifted  
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2. candidates receiving less than 15% of the total votes shall be 

eliminated, unless doing so would eliminate 50% or more of 

the candidates, in which case just less than 50% shall be 

eliminated, 

3. in the event of a boundary tie, those candidates at the bound-

ary shall be retained in the next balloting round 

L. While ballots are being counted, the Delegates may proceed with 

other convention business. 

M. Affirmative Action Guidelines for All Elections at the District 

Convention: 

Excerpt from the Constitution of the Iowa Democratic Party: 

Section 1 - Proportional Representation: All caucuses, conventions, 

committees, and Democratic Party Officials shall take such practical 

steps as may be within their legitimate power to assure that all caucus-

es, conventions, and committees shall include: men, women, various 

age groups, racial minority groups, economic groups, and representa-

tives of identifiable geographically defined populations - all in reasona-

ble relationship to the proportions in which the groups are found in the 

populations of the respective constituencies. In the spirit of the above, 

all caucuses, conventions, and committees will also endeavor to include 

citizens of all national origins, ethnic identities, religions, sexual orien-

tations, gender identities, and disabilities. 

VI. Nominations and Election of National 

Delegates  

A. Each District shall elect the number of National Delegates and 

Alternates to the National Convention as determined by a pro-

portional representation formula.  The number of each gender 

National Delegates and Alternates for the Second District are 

four (4) men and five (5) women National Delegates and one (1) 

male Alternate. 

B. The Chair shall read the following statement: ñAll public meet-

ings at all levels of the Democratic Party in Iowa shall be 

open to all members of the Democratic Party regardless of 

race, sex, age, color, creed, national origin, religion, ethnic 

identity, sexual orientation, economic status, or disability 

(hereinafter collectively referred to as ñstatusò). In order 

that the Democratic Party at all levels be an open Party, 

which includes rather than excludes people from participa-

tion, a program of effective affirmative action has been 

adopted by the Iowa Democratic Party.  Discrimination on 
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the basis of ñstatusò in the conduct of Iowa Democratic Party 

affairs is prohibited.ò 

C. The Chair of the Rules and Nominations Committee shall ex-

plain the method of voting prior to any Delegate casting a ballot.  

For each round of balloting, the ballot number to be used and the 

number of positions to be filled on that ballot shall be an-

nounced.  Preferential Block Voting is permissible. 

D. Should at least 15% of the delegation vote to split into prefer-

ence groups, the Rules and Nominations Committee shall direct 

the convention to follow the steps for alignment/realignment 

noted in the Delegate Selection Plan.  Otherwise, elections for 

National Delegate/Alternate shall proceed by the convention as a 

whole. 

E. A petition for a National Delegate position shall be considered a 

valid petition for the National Alternate position. 

F. All valid and official candidates for National Delegate positions 

shall be listed in a clearly visible manner in alphabetical order 

and numbered.  No nominations shall be received from the floor. 

G. All candidates shall be allowed two (2) minutes to speak to the 

delegation or someone may speak on their behalf. Each candi-

dateôs time may be divided into no more than two (2) speakers. 

H. Each Delegate shall cast a vote or votes for enough candidates nec-

essary to fill the number of positions to be filled in that round of 

balloting.  It is permitted to use the Instant Runoff Voting method 

of counting ballots or the Preferential Block Voting for electing 

more than one person per ballot.  In no event shall more than a 

simple majority of vacant positions in each category of elections 

be filled on the first ballot.  It is permissible for the Rules and 

Nominations Committee to direct that less than a simple majority 

of vacant positions be filled on any given ballot, but it is never per-

missible for Delegates to vote for fewer candidates than the num-

ber of positions they have been directed to fill on any one round of 

balloting.  Example:  If there are six positions available in a given 

category of elections, the Rules and Nominations Committee Chair 

could direct the delegation to mark their ballots to fill four posi-

tions on the first ballot.  Delegates voting for less than four will 

have their ballots invalidated for plunking.  However, there is no 

provision to prevent the Rules and Nominations Committee from 

directing the delegation to vote to fill three (3) on that round of 

PlatformPlatformPlatform    

43 

Statement of IssuesStatement of IssuesStatement of Issues  

Education 
  

WE SUPPORT: 

1. Our Democratic Presidentôs education mission; 

2. Iowa Public Employeeôs Collective bargaining law; 

3. NCLB repeal; 

4. Fully funding special education, TAG, ELL programs; 

5. Continued funding of preschool/Head Start, early-learning 

programs; 

6. Funding K-12 vocational training;  

7. Increasing state funding for state universities, regent institu-

tions, community colleges; 

8. Local school districts determining length of school/calendar 

days within state-approved number of hours; 

9. Academic technology integration in Iowa Public Schools; 

10. Top quality, professional development for teachers and edu-

cational support staff; 

11. Funding job training and child/adult literacy programs; 

12. Additional funding for school-to-work programs; 

13. Fully funded development and protection of a strong, well-

rounded education programs for foreign language, music, 

art, physical education and core curriculum K-12;  

14. Equalizing tax burden among school districts;  

15. Professional salaries for educators and living wages for sup-

port staff/Para-educators and substitute teachers; 

16.  Simple majority vote on bond issues; 

17. Pre-implementation research and vetting of Governorôs edu-

cation reform proposals; 

18. Reducing the focus on standardized testing by using multiple 

measures of assessment; 

19. The Healthy Kids Act for providing organic, nutritious, lo-

cally produced foods in schools; 

20. Multicultural, gender fair education; 

21. State standards with local control of curriculum; 

22. Anti-Bullying legislation;  



PlatformPlatformPlatform    

42 

Rules Rules Rules    

31 

balloting.  The Delegates must then vote for no less than three can-

didates to fill those positions. 

I. A candidate for National Delegate shall be deemed elected when 

the candidate receives a number of votes equal to or exceeding a 

simple majority of the delegates present and voting.    

J. National Delegate and National Alternate filing requirements: 

1. Candidates for the position of Delegate or Alternate to the 

Democratic National Convention shall be required to submit 

a petition that is to be filed with the State Chair twelve (12) 

days before the district convention or to the Chair of the 

Rules and Nominations Committee on the day of the con-

vention by the time specified in paragraph I of this section of 

the rules. 

2. The petition shall be signed by one percent (1%) of the Del-

egates to the district convention. 

3. Candidates filing on the day of the convention must have 

their petitions to the Chair of the Rules and Nominations 

Committee no later than fifteen (15) minutes after the Cre-

dentials Committee report is adopted. No national Delegate 

or Alternate candidate may be nominated from the floor. 

4. Candidates must include, in addition to filing a petition: a 

statement of candidacy designating the presidential prefer-

ence or uncommitted group to which he or she purports to 

belong, and a signed pledge of support for the presidential 

candidate the person favors, if any.  These documents are 

available from the Iowa Democratic Party website:  http://

www.iowademocrats.org/about/docs/ 

K. A national Delegate candidate pledged to a nonviable presidential 

preference group may run in another group with the agreement of 

the proper presidential candidate representative. 

L. National convention Delegate and Alternate candidates removed 

from the list of bona fide supporters by a presidential candidate, 

or that candidate's authorized representative(s) may not be elected 

at that level as a Delegate or Alternate pledged to that presidential 

candidate (including uncommitted status). 

M. Fair ethnic-racial minority representation. 

1. A candidate who has been eliminated may be reconsidered 

and stand again for the positions sought if all of the members 

of that candidateôs gender, racial, or ethnic minority have 

been eliminated and it is necessary to obtain a balance from 

the group to which the candidate belongs. 
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2. Each delegation shall make an effort to fairly reflect ethnic-

racial minority representation. To the extent that the delega-

tion in its entirety fails to reflect fairly ethnic-racial minority 

representation, the Rules and Nominations Committee of the 

state convention, and the convention as a whole, shall take 

steps to correct any deficiency at the state convention. 

N. The ballots shall be collected and counted under the authority of 

the Rules and Nominations Committee. When those elected have 

been tabulated, their names shall be read. Balloting shall continue 

until all Delegate positions have been filled. The Rules and Nom-

inations Committee Chair shall take possession of all the ballots. 

The ballots shall be preserved for one year. 

O. National Alternate: 

1. The convention Delegates shall then proceed to elect its Na-

tional Alternate. All unsuccessful candidates for Delegate 

positions shall be considered candidates for Alternate, unless 

the candidate declines. 

2. The National convention Alternate shall be elected separate-

ly but according to the same procedure as the national con-

vention Delegates. 

VII.  Presidential Candidate Right Of Review For 

District -Level Delegates And Alternate s 

A. The State Democratic Chair shall convey to the presidential can-

didate, or that candidateôs authorized representative(s), not later 

than (30) minutes after the Credentials Committee report is adopt-

ed, on the day of the convention, a list of all persons who have 

filed for Delegate or Alternate pledged to that presidential candi-

date.  

B. Each presidential candidate, or that candidateôs authorized repre-

sentative(s), must then file with the State Democratic Party Chair 

by thirty (30) minutes after they receive their list of candidates, a 

list of all such candidates he or she has approved, provided that 

approval be given to at least three (3) times the number of candi-

dates for Delegate men and three (3) times the number of candi-

dates for Delegate women, and three (3) times the number of can-

didates for alternate men and three (3) times the number of alter-

nate women to be selected.  

C. Failure to respond will be deemed approval of all Delegate and 

Alternate candidates submitted to the presidential candidate.  Na-
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